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The purpose of my amendment is to
acknowledge the patriotism, commit-
ment, and sacrifice made by members
of the military and their families. In
return for their service to our Nation,
the least we can do is make sure that
our national service programs are able
to benefit veterans and military fami-
lies.

On a bipartisan basis, the Education
and Labor Committee chose to incor-
porate support for veterans in the
GIVE Act. My amendment is a natural
extension of that theme, and I hope it
will garner the same bipartisan agree-
ment as the underlying bill.

Already, the GIVE Act seeks to in-
crease opportunities for veterans to
serve and to increase the number of na-
tional service programs responding to
the needs of veterans under Ameri-
Corps. My amendment enhances that
effort by prioritizing services for and
service by veterans throughout all of
our national service programs.

The bill before us includes a set-aside
within AmeriCorps to support pro-
grams for veterans. In addition, the bill
includes a study of how veterans are
served and how they can be served
more effectively. These are positive
first steps, but my amendment goes
further. Under my amendment, the
Corporation will be required to place a
priority on applications that serve vet-
erans or recruit veterans to serve.
Rather than a fixed set-aside within a
single program, this amendment will
allow us to broaden the reach of service
by and in support of veterans.

The Corporation for National and
Community Service is required to es-
tablish priorities when funding na-
tional service initiatives. This ensures
a targeted, effective investment. Under
my amendment, included among those
priorities would be an emphasis on pro-
grams that recruit veterans into serv-
ice opportunities, promote community-
based efforts to meet the unique needs
of military families while a family
member is deployed, and promote com-
munity-based efforts to meet the
unique needs of military families when
a member of a family returns from a
deployment.

In addition, this amendment requires
the Corporation to report to Congress
on its efforts to increase the number of
veterans serving in AmeriCorps and
other positions that are eligible for the
education award.

Veterans, particularly those recently
deployed to Afghanistan and Iraq, de-
serve opportunities to reintegrate into
their communities through service pro-
grams funded under the national serv-
ice laws. This amendment will increase
those opportunities.

Without this amendment, we will not
have the necessary information to ef-
fectively increase veteran participa-
tion in national service positions or
provide an educational award in ex-
change for citizen service.

At a time when our service men and
women are sacrificing on our behalf
around the world, we should be doing
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all we can to repay that sacrifice. My
amendment will make it the explicit
policy of the Federal Government to
encourage the national service pro-
grams to focus more on the unique
needs of those heroes and their fami-
lies, and to encourage more veterans to
take advantage of service opportuni-
ties under these laws.

The GIVE Act is a solid, bipartisan
reform package that will strengthen
our national service laws to make
them more accountable, efficient, and
cost effective.

Mr. Chairman, I reserve the balance
of my time.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. Mr.
Chairman, I rise to claim time in oppo-
sition, but I am not opposing the
amendment.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. Without ob-
jection, the gentlewoman is recognized
for 5 minutes.

There was no objection.

Mrs. MCCARTHY of New York. One
of the themes of the GIVE Act is to in-
crease opportunities for veterans to
serve in national service programs and
to increase the amount of national
service programs responding to the
needs of veterans.

At committee, two amendments were
adopted to address these issues. First,
we directed the Corporation to reserve
3 percent of funds allotted to Ameri-
Corps for competitive grant programs
that focus on veterans, particularly
those that are recently returned from a
deployment, and their families. The
second amendment required the Cor-
poration to conduct a study of how the
national service laws would better
serve veterans and increase veteran
participation and service, and to create
a pilot program based on that study.

This amendment builds up on those
efforts. Under current law, States and
corporations are charged with estab-
lishing priorities to determining the
types of programs to be assisted under
the national service law. This amend-
ment would require States and the Cor-
poration to include priorities for vet-
erans when establishing priorities for
the distribution of assistance under
these programs.

Those priorities would be geared to-
wards programs that recruit veterans
into service opportunities, promote
community-based efforts to meet the
unique needs of military families while
a family member is deployed, and pro-
mote community-based efforts to meet
the unique service of military families
when a member of the family returns
from a deployment.
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In addition, this amendment encour-
ages the corporation to report to Con-
gress on its efforts to increase the
number of veterans serving in
AmeriCorps and other positions that
are eligible for the educational award.
Veterans, particularly those recently
deployed to Afghanistan and Iraq, de-
serve opportunities to reintegrate into
their communities through service pro-
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grams funded under the national serv-
ice laws. This amendment will increase
those opportunities.

At a time when our servicemen and
-women are sacrificing on behalf of our
country around the world, we should be
doing all we can to repay that sac-
rifice. This amendment will make it
the explicit policy of the Federal Gov-
ernment to encourage national service
programs to focus more on the unique
needs of these heroes and their families
and to encourage more veterans to
take advantage of service opportuni-
ties under these laws.

I certainly urge its passage, and I
thank Mr. MCKEON for offering this.
It’s a very good piece added to our leg-
islation.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

Mr. MCKEON. Mr. Chairman, I want
to thank subcommittee Chair, Mrs.
MCcCARTHY, and ranking member, Mr.
PLATTS, for their hard work on this
bill. It’s a good, bipartisan effort. I
thank them for their help on this
amendment. I urge the amendment be
supported by our colleagues.

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The ques-
tion is on the amendment offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
MCKEON).

The amendment was agreed to.

AMENDMENT NO. 3 OFFERED BY MS. MATSUI

The Acting CHAIRMAN. It is now in
order to consider amendment No. 3
printed in House Report 110-539.

Ms. MATSUIL Mr. Chairman, I offer
an amendment.

The Acting CHAIRMAN. The Clerk
will designate the amendment.

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows:

Amendment No. 3 offered by Ms. MATSUI:

Page 56, strike lines 8 through 12 and insert
the following:

“(e) ALLOTMENT FOR COMPETITIVE
GRANTS.—Of the funds allocated by the Cor-
poration for provision of assistance under
section 121(a) for a fiscal year and subject to
section 133(d)(3), the Corporation shall re-
serve up to 62.7 percent for grants awarded
on a competitive basis to States for national
service programs and to nonprofit organiza-
tions seeking to operate a national service
program in 2 or more States.”.

Page 56, strike lines 13 through 17.In such
section 129, as proposed to be added by such
section 1306, strike subsection (d) and redes-
ignate subsections (e) through (k) as (d)
through (j), respectively.

Page 56, line 18, redesignate (e) as (d).

Page 57, line 6, strike ‘‘37.5 percent” and
insert ‘‘35.3 percent’’.

Page 57, line 15, redesignate (f) as (e).

Page 58, lines 7 and 12, redesignate (g) and
(h) as (f) and (g), respectively.

Page 59, lines 1 and 20, redesignate (i) and
(j) as (h) and (i), respectively.

Page 63, line 3, strike ‘‘and’ at the end.

Page 63, line 5, add ‘“‘and” at the end.

Page 63, after line 5, add the following:

(C) by adding at the end the following:

‘“(3) In the case of a nonprofit organization
operating programs in 2 or more States, a de-
scription of the manner and extent to which
the State Commissions of each State in
which the nonprofit organization intends to
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